
 SCREEN  : Coming Attractions 
 Monday is my day off, 

 and this past week I went to the movies. 

 Now as you know, before the start of every movie 

 you have to sit through the coming attractions. 

 Some people hate these, but I’ve got to admit, I like them. 

 In a few short minutes the plot is laid out, 

 the major characters are introduced, 

 and by the time the trailer ends, 

 I have a pretty good idea if I want to see the movie. 

 The challenge for those who produce the trailer 

 is to not give away the whole movie. 

 Otherwise you won’t pay to see it because you know how the story ends. 

 I say all of this by way of introduction to today's Gospel reading. 

 Jesus gave his followers a preview of his ministry 

 and what following him would require. 

 Let’s dive in. 

 SCREEN  : blank red background 
 Now the Gospel reading we heard is near the start of Jesus’ ministry. 

 And with just a few lines, he laid out a big chunk of his message. 

 But he didn’t tease - didn’t hold anything back - and even 

 alluded to how his earthly life would end. 

 First he made it clear that his Gospel is something entirely new. 

 He talked about the old Law - the Bible teachings they all learned as children - 

 which give instructions about how to deal with other people. 

 Instructions like:  an eye for an eye, a tooth for  a tooth. 

 Meaning, if people hurt you, you can hurt them back. 

 If someone takes from you, you take from them. 

 So long as your response is equivalent to what they did to you. 

 And another one was  “love your neighbor and hate your  enemy”. 

 Jesus teaches that these old ways had it wrong. 



 Instead, he said this: 

 SCREEN  : Be generous and love your enemies. 
 Be generous and love your enemies. 

 I think it’s fair to say that the average person 

 finds the first part of this sentence easy to do -  be generous  . 

 Most folks are generous - you all are very generous. 

 You help your family, friends, neighbors. 

 Any time we ask you to help those in need, 

 you dig down deep and give - 

 whether it’s at Thanksgiving or Christmas 

 the Annual Appeal, natural disasters or Warm Nights. 

 It’s second part of Jesus’ teaching -  love your enemies  - 

 that can be nearly impossible. 

 “Love my enemies? 

 Love someone who has hurt me, betrayed me, abused my trust? 

 An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth sounds so much more satisfying.” 

 Let me dig a little deeper into what Jesus is asking. 

 He isn't suggesting that we can be a little bit generous, 

 or that we should only forgive the people we love. 

 He’s telling us to be generous beyond belief and 

 to forgive our worst enemy. 

 And one reason this is so hard to do is that 

 it goes against our most basic instincts. 

 It sounds like Jesus is saying we should be chumps. 

 “If I give someone my coat and my shirt, where will it end? 

 They’ll keep asking until I have nothing left! 

 If someone hits me and I just turn the other cheek, 

 I’ll get taken advantage of or beaten to a pulp!” 

 So why does Jesus command these things 

 and how is it actually good news? 

 The answer is that this is how God is with us! 



 God loves us so much that he always gives us more than we ask for or deserve. 

 And God doesn't hold grudges or keep a scorecard. 

 God forgives small infractions and really big sins - including all our faults and failings. 

 And another reason Jesus tells his followers to live this way 

 is because he knows that generosity and forgiveness can free us. 

 They unlock our minds and keep those who have hurt us 

 from living rent free in our heads. 

 They set us free from the dark, lonely prisons of 

 pettiness, grudges, and settling scores - of being judge, jury, and executioner. 

 And the final reason Jesus tells his followers to do these things 

 is because he truly believes that these are teachings worth dying for. 

 I mentioned that this Gospel reading is a preview of how Jesus’ earthly ministry ends. 

 On Good Friday, the day he died on the cross, Jesus had to make a profound choice. 

 He could have blamed others for putting him there - 

 the followers who abandoned him, the religious leaders who condemned him, 

 the Romans who carried out the crime - 

 even his Father for choosing this path for salvation. 

 Jesus could have chosen to hate his enemies, instead he chose love. 

 He could have vowed revenge, instead he bestowed forgiveness. 

 His generous, selfless act was not something humanity deserved 

 and it came at a great cost. 

 Still he chose it. 

 And because he did, humanity was redeemed and we are here now. 

 The things Jesus is asking us to do are things we profess at every Mass. 

 They are also things we must put into practice every day, 

 with everyone we know and everyone we meet. 

 Unless we do as Jesus commands we are just like everyone else in our world - 

 stuck in an endless cycle of division, selfishness and revenge. 

 SCREEN  : Lent image 
 This coming Wednesday we begin the season of Lent. 

 40 days when the Church calls us to embrace the life Jesus wants for us. 



 Lent is a time to change - to grow in generosity and mercy. 

 If you commit wholeheartedly to these next seven weeks, 

 if you obey Jesus’s words and use the Lenten tools provided, 

 you will arrive at Easter a little closer to perfection than when Lent began. 

 Now, I think you and I can approach Lent in one of two ways. 

 The first way is to go through Lent like all our past Lents. 

 Give up something we enjoy until Easter comes. 

 Maybe add some prayers or devotions or donate to a charity. 

 All good things. 

 But if that’s all we do, we will probably arrive at Easter 

 being essentially the same as were before Lent started. 

 The other way to approach Lent is to really commit to the 

 things Jesus is asking. 

 And what did he say in the Gospel? 

 SCREEN  :  be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is  perfect. 
 To achieve this vision that Jesus has for us, 

 we need to set some goals. 

 What if you used this Lent to forgive someone who has hurt you? 

 What if your goal is to love that difficult family member as much as God loves you? 

 What if you doubled or tripled your generosity to those in need? 

 Set a big goal for yourself if you want to get closer to the perfection Jesus wants for you. 

 SCREEN  : Revive main screen 
 Our Lenten message series, which begins next weekend is titled, 

 Revive. 

 And the graphic we chose expresses what Lent is about. 

 God wants to revive our faith - shock it back to life. 

 Lent demands that we undergo a full spiritual physical, 

 a complete scan to see anything in our hearts or minds that 

 keep us from the life God wants for us. 

 This is going to be a great series that will challenge you 

 to grow, to change, to be revived. 



 SCREEN  : spxbowie.org/smallgroups 
 We are also offering Lenten small groups which will meet weekly 

 between now and Easter f  or 90 minutes. 

 In a small group you will join with others for 

 prayer, reflection on the weekly readings and discussion 

 on how to be revived this Lent. 

 I’ve been a member of a small group for nine years. 

 It has definitely helped me be a better disciple and a better pastor. 

 I strongly encourage you to sign up for a Lenten small group. 

 We have options to fit everyone’s schedule. 

 Some groups will meet in person here  at St. Pius 

 on Tuesday evenings and Wednesday mornings. 

 There will also be online groups which will meet over Zoom or through Facebook. 

 You can sign up to join a Lenten small group today, 

 either at the info desk or using this link on the screen. 

 Let me mention a few other spiritual tools to revive your faith this Lent. 

 SCREEN  : Lent Tools 
 After Mass you can stop by the religious goods stand to pick up 

 your copy of the Little Black Book - it’s just $1. 

 For every day of Lent there is a scripture reading and reflection. 

 If you prefer an online version, you can sign up through our e-bulletin or website 

 to receive a daily email from Matthew Kelly. 

 He will offer you a brief reflection to help you grow in faith. 

 This week’s bulletin also lists the times for Ash Wednesday liturgies 

 and our Friday Stations of the Cross. 

 Be sure to check it out and keep checking it each week 

 to see all that is taking place. 

 SCREEN:  Revive main screen 
 I began this message talking about movie previews. 

 When it comes to Lent, we all know when it will end. 

 The answer is Easter. 



 But how Lent goes is up to you. 

 Decide that these next forty days will be different from past years. 

 Let Christ revive your faith this Lent.  Amen. + 


